 Pre-meeting Graduate Student Self-Evaluation 

Name: _______________________________ 

Date: ____________ 

The purpose of this evaluation is to help graduate students (and their advisors) assess the student’s performance since the last committee meeting as a means toward fostering scientific and professional growth. The evaluation includes a variety of topics to help stimulate your self-assessment, and will be discussed by you and your advisor within a few weeks of your committee meeting. Not all of the topics are appropriate for all students or for all years. For instance, if you did not take any courses or did not TA since your last meeting, you would not complete those sections. Skip topics that are not relevant to you and insert any that are relevant but missing from this form. Type your responses into this word document, expanding the space between topics/questions as required. Your responses need not be lengthy, but they should be thoughtful and accurate. 

Accomplishments/activities during the past year 

A. Coursework, seminar attendance, science reading 

1. Courses taken and grades (note—include only courses taken since last meeting): 
2. Approximately how often did you attend seminars in our department or others?

3. On average, about how many primary research articles do you read completely per week?  How do you choose these articles?  Do you feel the amount you read is sufficient for staying well informed on your areas of interest?
B. Research 

1. List scientific papers in preparation, completed, submitted, or accepted for publication (briefly note topic or prospective title, and status; don’t include unless you have actually begun to write). For manuscripts in preparation, indicate expected timeline for submission.

2. List predoctoral fellowships that you applied for during the previous year or that you plan to apply for during the coming year. If you received a fellowship during the previous year, list under the “Awards” section below.
3. Meetings/conferences attended, and professional talks or posters given dates and locations of meetings):

C. Teaching 
1. Courses TA’ed or taught:

2. Other teaching experience (ie, guest lectures in classes): 

D. Departmental, University, Community, or National Service: 

E. Awards: 

Research and teaching evaluation

A. Research

1. What were your biggest research successes and/or accomplishments since your last meeting?

2.  What do you think you do best as a researcher/scientist?

3. In what ways do you think you need to improve as a researcher to be where you want to be when you finish your degree?  What ideas/strategies do you think would help in making these improvements?
4. What concerns you most about your projects/work?
5. What goals do you have for your research over the next year?
6. (Post-prelim evaluations only) List the publications you plan to have by the time you finish, providing a tentative (or actual) title for each: 

B. Teaching 

1. What do you think you do best as a teacher?

2. In what ways would you like to improve as a teacher?  What ideas/strategies do you think would help in making these improvements?
C. Writing and communication

1. (Post-prelim evaluations only) For papers you have written independently (this can include your preliminary exam), what strengths and weaknesses do you recognize in your writing skills?  What plans do you have to improve on the weaknesses?

2. In giving oral research presentations, what strengths and weaknesses do you recognize in yourself?
Career goals 

1. Currently, what are your career goals, post graduation?

2. If you are within ~1 year of finishing, what have you done to achieve those goals? For instance, have you talked to others who are working in the career you are interested in, requested letters of recommendation, or applied for any positions?

Other thoughts or concerns:

