
CONVERSATIONS IN ASIAN STUDIES 
Empathy at War: China and North Korea during the 
Korean War

This talk will look at the Korean War from the 
perspective of China and North Korea. It will focus on 

how Chinese and North Korean leaders mobilized 
their societies during the war and how they cultivated 

specific emotions among their soldiers and civilians. 
The reshaping of Chinese and North Korean society during the Korean War 

would have tremendous influence on both countries during the Cold War 
and in some ways remains important today. 
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