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The main question I am asking in this presentation is: How and 
why race plays a role in language learning (first or second 
language)? To answer this question, I am advancing three 
arguments. First, race works exactly like a language. That is, race 
has its own grammar, syntax, morphology and phonology. 
Second, indeed race is language which we speak on a daily basis. 
If this is the case, third, then race is directly related to (second) 
language learning. Empirically I will show how a group of Black 
(second) language learners speak Blackness; that is, how 
Blackness influences their language acquisition. Here we 
encounter the ‘language of race,’ the discovery of their own 
Blackness, and the process of becoming Black. Language learning, 
I conclude, is not a haphazard process, but a purposeful and a 
political process.


