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“MIDDLE EMISSIONS: A CASE FOR
AGGREGATIVE CLIMATE ETHICS”

Abstract:

Climate change ethicists argue that in contrast to the “subsistence emissions”
of the poor, the “luxury emissions” of the rich are impermissible because
they inflict harm on others for the sake of frivolous benefits. In light of shifts
in global demographics, emphasis on the subsistence emissions/luxury
emissions distinction leaves a crucial gap in our moral understanding of the
problem of climate change. By 2027, 60% of the world’s population will be
middle class, earning enough income for discretionary spending, strongly
correlated with greenhouse gas emissions. The emissions of the global
middle class, “middle emissions,” will largely determine the global
emissions trajectory. After showing that standard accounts of climate ethics
fail to account for middle emissions’ moral significance, I argue that
determining the permissibility of middle emissions requires weighted
aggregation of the benefits and harms. I defend my argument against non-
aggregative non-consequentialist theories, which I argue fail to account for
the moral importance of the benefits of activities that cause climate change. |
also defend my account of aggregative climate ethics against the charge that
it is at odds with considered judgments about the permissibility of
subsistence emissions and the impermissibility of luxury emissions.


https://umbc.webex.com/umbc/j.php?MTID=m6a3e3ec82e22bdf5e777318efdd76e9f

