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If you had to 
pick one, would 
you choose?

Beach vacation

Urban city vacation
Hiking around the world 
vacation
Staycation

What are vacations? :s



Tell us about yourself

Introduction
• Name

• Pronouns

• Program

• Year in the program

• Fun fact about yourself (ex. , I love to dance, I 
considered pursuing a career in dancing)



Candidacy in doctoral programs is the 
time after a student's completed required 
coursework but before the defense of 
their research dissertation. Preliminary 
examinations or such other substantial 
tests as the departments may elect 
frequently are used as prerequisites for 
admission to candidacy. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://picpedia.org/handwriting/c/candidate.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Candidacy requirements

UMBC 
Gradschool 

requirements
 Program 

requirements
Advisor 

requirements

https://gradschool.umbc.edu/students/candidacy/#:~:text=Candidacy%20in%20the%20doctoral%20programs,prerequisites%20for%20admission%20to%20candidacy.
https://gradschool.umbc.edu/students/candidacy/#:~:text=Candidacy%20in%20the%20doctoral%20programs,prerequisites%20for%20admission%20to%20candidacy.
https://gradschool.umbc.edu/students/candidacy/#:~:text=Candidacy%20in%20the%20doctoral%20programs,prerequisites%20for%20admission%20to%20candidacy.


Steps towards 
candidacy at 
UMBC 
Graduate 
School

Being admitted to 
UMBC doctoral 

program
Coursework

Preliminary 
examinations 

qualifying exams
Dissertation 

Proposal Defense

Submit the 
application to 

candidacy form to 
Graduate School

Candidacy

Students must reach 
candidacy five years after 
Ph.D. program admission.

https://docusign.umbc.edu/secure/prd/FormToDocuSign/Form2DS.php?cfg=GS_ApplicationForAdmissionToCandidacyForTheDegreeOfDrOfPhilosophy
https://docusign.umbc.edu/secure/prd/FormToDocuSign/Form2DS.php?cfg=GS_ApplicationForAdmissionToCandidacyForTheDegreeOfDrOfPhilosophy
https://docusign.umbc.edu/secure/prd/FormToDocuSign/Form2DS.php?cfg=GS_ApplicationForAdmissionToCandidacyForTheDegreeOfDrOfPhilosophy
https://docusign.umbc.edu/secure/prd/FormToDocuSign/Form2DS.php?cfg=GS_ApplicationForAdmissionToCandidacyForTheDegreeOfDrOfPhilosophy


Form

The deadline to participate in 
the candidacy ceremony 
changes from year to year. 
This year's deadline is October 
11th.

Responsible Conduct of 
Research certification 
(CITI training)



Form



Program requirements examples:

Information Systems

Website



Program requirements examples:

Human-Centered Computing

Website



Program requirements examples:

Public Policy

Handbook



Program requirements examples:

CENG and ENEN

Website & Handbook



Program requirements examples:

Language, Literacy

and Culture
Website



“In a perfect world” PhD timeline

Year 0 – Admission

Year 1&2 Classes, your research idea, advisor selection

Year 3 & 4  Research, preliminary exam, research question, select committee, 
reaching candidacy

Year 5+  Data processing, submit publications, results, dissertation writing & 
dissertation defense



Project 
management 
101

How many credits do I need to graduate? 

Who is my Graduate Program Coordinator?

What are the requirements of the Graduate School? Does my program have additional requirements? Does 
my advisor have additional requirements?

Work with your advisor on your research question and chapters

Study for your preliminary exams

Committee, who? How many? 

Submit your candidacy form!

Set a date! 

Practice!



Let’s build your own timeline

1. Search your program requirements (must be written)
2. Create a draft of a timeline to share with your advisor, starting from your ideal candidacy 

date. Take into consideration: 
a. Gradschool 5 year policy
b. Your department requirements
c. Your advisor expectations

3. Identify your point of contact in your department
a. Your advisor
b. Your Graduate Program Coordinator
c. Your Graduate Program Director



Questions?

• General questions can be addressed to gspd@umbc.edu Graduate Student and Postdoc 
Development Office (us).

Mediation with your advisor Dr. Jeff Halverson at jeffhalv@umbc.edu.

Thank you!

mailto:gspd@umbc.edu
mailto:jeffhalv@umbc.edu

