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Teaching Blackboard Plan 

 Presented by John Fritz, Associate VP, Instructional Technology 

 There will be a phased rollout of Bb Ultra, by college, as noted in the handout provided.  

 Any faculty member can convert their courses to Bb Ultra now and there is a $100 stipend 

per faculty member to convert all courses and attend training. 

 There will be an increase in ambassadors to help with the conversion, 15 to 32. 

 For further details, please see the handout. 

 

Feedback on Interim Policies 

 Presented by Mark Cather, Chief Information Security Officer. 

 Comments have been integrated into the updated policies on 1) Firewalls and 2) Electronic 

Media Disposal.  The policy on Acceptable Use is still in the process of being updated. 

 

House Bill 716 

 Presented by Mark Cather. 

 If House Bill 716 had passed, it would have required us to bring the privacy standard of 

Europe to Maryland, dramatically increasing regulations for private information, which is 

overly burdensome for institutions.  This year, the bill died in the Senate, so it is on hold until 

January, 2020. 

 Representatives from higher education, State DoIT, and local governments will work to craft 

a policy that will work and is feasible, in response to HB 716. 

 

Support for Video Conferencing/Cisco WebEx 

 Presented by Damian Doyle, Senior Director of Enterprise Infrastructure, DoIT. 

 UMBC has purchased WebEx and will roll it out in late spring/early summer.  DoIT is 

testing and customizing now.  This will replace existing audio conference solutions. 

 DoIT will cover most calling charges and will work with individual units as needed. 

 

Voicemail Transition Plans 

 Presented by Damian Doyle. 

 DoIT has begun a project to replace the more than 25-year old voicemail system with a 

modern VoIP voicemail solution.  Target completion date is Fall 2019. 

 Users will have four choices to consider: 

o Voicemail will be sent as an audio file to your UMBC email address and deleted from the 

system; 

o Process voicemail on your phone in the traditional way; 

o Dual delivery, a combination of the two options above; 

o Listen-only mailbox:  You create a greeting with your preferences on how you should be 

contacted, but no VM message will be accepted. 

 For further details, please see the hand out. 

 

  



CRI Update 

 Presented by Tony Moreira, Vice Provost For Academic Affairs. 

 Academic Affairs approved $93K in computer replacements, which will all be ordered this 

month prior to year-end.  (The original budget was $80K.) 

 

Windows 7 End of Life 

 Presented by Damian Doyle. 

 Windows 7 is no longer being supported, so any machines with windows 7 will need to be 

updated to a newer version.  

 DoIt does have a work around for any machines that run software that is only compatible 

with Windows 7, but this will be rare. 

 

 

 

Feel free to send questions my way. 

Sharon Paul 

spaul@umbc.edu 














