
Working at NASA for over forty years, Earls became NASA's first

black section head, first black office chief, first black division chief,

first black deputy director, and NASA's second black center

director. Earls was hired as the director of the Glenn Research

Center at Lewis Field in Cleveland, Ohio in 2003. As center

director, Earls has been responsible for research, technology and

systems development programs in aeronautical propulsion, space

propulsion, space power, space communications, and

microgravity sciences. He manages an annual budget and

oversees all employees and contractors. 

Earls has written several publications for technical and

educational journals. He also wrote NASA’s first health physics

guides. On two occasions, he has been awarded NASA medals for

exceptional achievement and outstanding leadership and has

received the Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive for

career Senior Executive Service (SES) members.
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