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From the chair

Nothing is quite so expected and still as surprising as how quickly an academic year reaches completion. Even so, each year offers
lasting memories of our students’ accomplishments. For the second year in a row, a department major has won a Fulbright Award.
Chanler Harris, who studies ancient Greek, Latin, and Chinese, will be Fulbright teaching assistant in the city of Taitung on the island
of Taiwan in 2019-2020. Chanler also reached the final four in the competition for Valedictorian of the Class of 2019—an exalted, if
unheralded honor. We wish her all the best as she embarks on the next phase of her journey and very much look forward to the
achievements of next year’s crop of graduates. In this issue, you can read about the department’s honorees at this year’s Student Honors
and Awards Ceremony, four of whom are juniors.

We are looking forward to the return of two of our current students who spent the academic year in whole or in part study
abroad. Major and Humanities Scholar, Jonathan Harness, pursued a rigorous program of Greek and Latin courses at Graz University
in Austria during the academic year; major and Humanities Scholar, Spencer Beck, studied at the American University of Rome during
the Spring 2019 semester. Currently two department graduates, Daniel Mackey (2015) and Abigail Worgul (2016) are enrolled in
Ph.D. programs, at the University of Pennsylvania and at Heidelberg University respectively. We wish them both continued success
in their endeavors. Among our faculty, we offer congratulations to Prof. Tim Phin, who completed his first full year as director of the
Humanities Scholars program in addition to be being Lecturer in the Ancient Studies Department.

The end of the academic year also revives memories of the events and trips the department organized—coming and going in
what seems like a lifetime ago: Andrew Ford’s and Daniel Mendelsohn’s insightful and delightful lectures during Ancient Studies
Week, the Homerathon’s reading of Emily
Wilson’s Odyssey, a seriously comical reading of
Aristophanes’ Acharnians, the annual study tour,
which brought together students, alumni, friends,
and faculty to examine the remains of Roman and
prehistoric Britain. You will get a good sense of this
year’s tour from faculty members Dr. Melissa
Kutner and Dr. Molly Jones-Lewis as well as from
students Connor Cataldo and Louis Witt in this
issue of Res Classicae.

The end of the academic year does not really
mark an end to the department’s activities. This
summer Dr. Michael Lane will be taking 4 students
with him to Kokkino, Greece, while Dr. Melissa
Bailey Kutner will be taking 3 students with her to

participate in a field school she will be codirecting
in Dhiban, Jordan. On May 25, just days after the
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Students, Faculty, Friends of the Department before leaving campus for Dulles Airport to fly to Spring Commencement ceremonies on May 23, the
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department sponsored a tip t see Ellen

McLaughlin’s adaptation of the Oresteia at the Shakespeare Theatre in Washington, D. C. And, of course, we are offering a range of
courses this summer, the schedule of which can be found on pp. 11 of this issue. You can also read a summary of the faculty’s research
activities this academic year on pp. 9-10.

I wish everyone in the Ancient Studies community a healthy, safe, and productive summer!



travelto  Rome and southem Italy with the ancient
Studies department in 2020!

The Ancient Studies Department will conduct its annual study tour in
Rome and Italy, March 14-22, 2020. Itinerary and costs have not yet
been finalized, but the preliminary plan is to spend 6 nights in the
eternal city and 2 nights in Sorrento on the Bay of Naples. In addition
to the great sites and museums of Rome—Forum, Colosseum,
Pantheon, Palatine—we will visit Ostia Antica, Hadrian’s Villa,
Paestum, Pompeii, Herculaneum, Cuma, and the Villa of Tiberius at
Sperlonga. Places are limited, so register your interest with Domonique
Pitts (dpitts@umbc.edu) as soon as you can.

The ANCS Study Tour 2019: Off to the Roman Frontier

This year, the Ancient Studies Department headed to England, where we explored Roman, Iron Age, and Neolithic sites from London
to Hadrian’s Wall with a dynamic group of nineteen students, alumni, friends, and faculty. We climbed misty hillsides, descended
underground, rambled through museums, drank tea, watched Shakespeare, and ate fish and chips. Students gave informative
presentations on topics ranging from curse tablets to Neolithic measuring tools,
and we all returned enriched by history and by one another’s company.

We began in London, arriving early in the morning with much of the
day free to explore or rest. That evening, we went to Shakespeare’s Globe
(London’s reconstruction of the Globe Theatre) for a vibrant and energetic
Romeo and Juliet, with passionate performances and fast-paced choreography.
Despite some chilly drizzle (the theater is open to the sky), we watched with bated
breath as Romeo and Juliet loved and lost.

The next day, we delved into Roman London in earnest, visiting the
Museum of London and the Roman Mithraeum. The Museum of London is
deep exploration of the archaeology and history of London, from the prehistoric
to contemporary era. The museum is superb not just because of the individual
objects it contains, but because of how it displays and contextualizes them: with
ample archaeological context, informative texts and labels, and full-scale

recreations of spaces, including a Roman House, a Georgian garden, and a
Victorian street. We could see not only how Romans used everyday objects in The ANCS group at Globe Theater for a performance of
. Romeo and Juliet
context, but how the geography and landscape of London shaped the history of
the city over time, and how the city rebuilt after recurring episodes of war, fire, and plague. Erin Fitzgerald (next page) gave a
presentation on Iron Age chariots, shedding light on an early moment in London’s history, and then we wandered through the complex
displays at our own paces.

The Mithraeum was quite different: a single site, excavated under a modern office building. Here we took a look at some of

the artifacts found by excavators, then moved several levels underground to the Mithraecum itself. This was a rectangular space, lined
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by benches, intended for the worship of Mithras, a deity whose rites
were not recorded in detail and whose exact mythology remains
obscure even today. Nevertheless, the site’s curators did their best to
recreate what a ceremony might have been like, with darkened lights
and recorded hypnotic chanting in Latin. Back in the ground-floor
room, Louis Witt (photo below) gave a presentation on the cult’s
history and social context, comparing the London Mithracum to other
examples and exploring the reasons for Mithraism’s spread.

We finished the day with a lovely group dinner at Cote
Brasserie Soho, where UMBC Provost Philip Rous, who was visiting
family in London, joined us and heard from students and alumni
about the trip so far.

On Monday, March 18, we took on the British Museum (just
a short walk from our hotel). I say “took on” because it is of course a
formidably enormous building and collection, impossible to see in a
few hours. We were strategic, stopping by some highlights as a group

(the Rosetta Stone,
the Parthenon marbles, Assyrian Lion Hunt Reliefs) and then splitting off in different
directions as our interests dictated. We discussed the museum’s history and its
collection and display practices, and we debated controversies such as Greece’s call for
repatriation of the Parthenon marbles.

In the late afternoon, we left the museum to visit another archaeological site,
the Billingsgate House and Bath. This, as its name suggests, is a Roman house and
bath, discovered in 1848 and excavated more fully in the late 1960s; now it lies far
beneath modern buildings. It is only possible to see by guided tour, so a professional
archaeologist led us underground and explained the different rooms to us, as well as
the shifting nature of the building over time. We could clearly see how the heating
system of the bath worked and how walls had been modified over the centuries, and
we were allowed to handle Roman tiles with animal paw prints in them, which seemed
to bring ancient history very close.

The next day, we left London for two sites further out in the countryside and
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